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West St. Bridge construction is back under way

     
By Emily Dupuis / The Sun Staff

WESTERLY — After a two-year lull and pursuit of funding, work has resumed on the West Street Bridge. 

Town Engineer Jonathan Pratt said Friday that workers returned to the 75-year-old North End overpass on Oct. 21. Minor demolitions are ongoing, and steel to reconstruct the bridge’s floor beams and deck is expected to be delivered in the next few weeks, he said.
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 The bridge’s super-structure and trusses do not need to be 
replaced, Pratt added.

Pratt said the reconstruction is expected to take about 60 days from when the steel is delivered. 

While demolitions have taken place during daytime hours so far, some night work is expected in the future, but the town engineer did not specify when. Contractor Aetna Construction, of Pawtucket, has worked with Amtrak to coordinate shutting down the train system’s high-tension wires for worker safety, he said.

“It will probably be in the spring when we’re ready to go,” Pratt noted of the overpass’s reopening to traffic.

The bridge has been closed to traffic and pedestrians since 2001, after the town received complaints from Amtrak officials about debris falling from the bridge onto the Northeast Corridor train tracks below.

On Friday, Town Councilor Diana Avedesian, who serves as liaison to the North End Crime Watch, said the council plans to request updates as the project proceeds.

“The most important thing is they’re there and they’re working,” she said. 

Both Avedesian and Pratt said the town has enough money to get the job done this time.

“The funding is there,” Avedesian said.

In May, the town received $1.6 million in federal funds, with assistance from U.S. Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I. The funding supplemented around $600,000 in state monies and services already secured through efforts of state Sen. Dennis Algiere, R-Westerly.

Town officials have discussed repairing and reopening the bridge for about seven years. The bridge has been designated a historic structure by the Rhode Island Historical Preservation and Heritage Commission, and is described by some town officials as an important link between the North End and downtown.

Located at the intersection of Friendship and West streets on one side and Railroad Avenue on the other, the bridge saw some repairs in the fall of 2006. But efforts halted after the condition of the bridge was found to be worse than expected and the repair cost higher than anticipated.

About 2,000 residents signed a petition four years ago calling for the bridge to be repaired and reopened.

edupuis@thewesterlysun.com

Link:  http://www.thewesterlysun.com/articles/2008/11/15/news/local/doc491e5ed1bf87a383520841.txt 




Construction has restarted on the West Street Bridge in Westerly. �DANIEL HYLAND / THE SUN





Fernando Argueta, of Pasquazzi Bros. Demolition of Cranston, working on the West Street bridge. DANIEL HYLAND / THE SUN





Fernando Argueta, of Pasquazzi Bros. Demolition of Cranston, working on the West Street bridge. DANIEL HYLAND / THE SUN








