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Affordable Townhouse Plan Moves Forward

	
	


By Ellyn Moran Santiago/ The Sun Staff

WESTERLY — It’s been a year since the proposed 10-unit North Glenn Townhouse project slated for Pierce Street was blessed by town Planning and Zoning Boards. With no shortage of bureaucratic hoops and requests for funding, the North End project is now a go with the construction phase slated to begin this summer.

“Permitting is pretty much in place except pulling the actual building permits, so I would hope we would start work in August,” said Geoffrey Marchant of the Community Development Consortium. Marchant is working with the town and the Washington County Community Development Corporation on the project.

“It’s a substantial rehabilitation, so we’re going over minor details with the contractor,” he added. “We’re just about ready.”

The project, which will be built on the sites of 72-74 and 76 Pierce St., has received additional funding to proceed, according to the interim director for the Washington County Community Development Corporation — the group that bought the blighted house at number 76 in the historic neighborhood.

The near century-old house was originally slated to be torn down, but the current goal is to try and move it, dig a new foundation and rehabilitate it, if possible.

“It makes sense to use an old building when you can,” Marchant said. Tearing down a house and starting from scratch means adding to landfills and the use of resources, while rehabilitating means “keeping the original fabric for historic purposes,” he said.

The project calls for 10 new affordable housing units, a continuation of the revitalization of the North End.

The WCCDC announced recently that it has received a $200,000 HOME grant from the Rhode Island Housing and Mortgage Corporation for the development project. That grant will be coupled with “other resources secured by the WCCDC [that] allow the county-based nonprofit affordable housing developer to initiate the construction phase of this development,” said Jeffrey A. Gofton, WCCDC’s interim director.

The North Glenn Townhouse project covers two large building sites. At 76 Pierce St. , the plans call for the construction of a three-bedroom townhouse and a second, separate townhouse with two, three-bedroom units. At the adjacent site, seven townhouse units are planned: three, three-bedroom units in the gutted, historic house; and four, three-bedroom townhouse units behind it.

The idea behind the overall WCCDC plan is to create a “cohesive residential development of affordable housing for low to moderate income residents as part of the North End neighborhoods’ ongoing revitalization,” according to the overview provided by the original plan architects, the Urban Design Group.

That revitalization began when R.I. Housing and the North End Crime Watch bought a number of dilapidated, distressed or vacant houses in the North End, and renovated or rebuilt them for affordable housing home ownership.

While a final sales price has not been established by the WCCDC for the condominium homes (although last year the $130,000-range was bandied about), each will be constructed to be affordable for families with household earnings that do not exceed 80 percent of the area median income-level — or around $48,000 in Westerly.

Each unit will go to a first-time homebuyer, and WCCDC has stressed the new housing won’t be public (Section 8); rather, it is what Marchant has described as “workforce housing,” or housing designed to encourage owner investment.

The WCCDC is currently looking to recruit families who may be interested in becoming homeowners. It has partnered with the Housing Network to offer homeownership training to eligible families.

Such training has proven time and again to be essential to assure successful homeownership. Courses will be held in Westerly and will be open to all. The date and location of the homeownership training will be announced soon. The WCCDC is planning on starting classes in late June. Interested families should call the Housing Network at (401) 521-1461 for more information, or to enroll.

A nonprofit developer, the WCCDC was founded in late 2006 to help Washington County communities with the implementation of their affordable housing plans. The agency’s creation was recommended in a regional affordable housing plan developed through the Washington County Regional Planning Council as “the best approach to achieving (a) state mandated 10-percent affordable housing level.”

The WCCDC was designed to be locally based, and therefore suited to work in close partnership with municipal planners.

